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Upper Midwest American Academy of Religion 
Friday-Sunday, April 25-26, 2025 

Augsburg University  
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

https://www.umwaar-sbl.org/ 
 

Schedule & Program of Events 
 

Friday 
Arrive 3:00 pm, Oren Gateway Center 

 
3:15 Annual Business Meeting [informational meeting, no elections]  
OGC 100  
  
3:30 Cheese & Chocolate Opening Reception (w/ Publishers Open) 
OGC 100 
Hosted by the Upper Midwest AAR. 

 
Short Introduction by the Regional Executive of the Upper Midwest 

American Academy of Religion 
OGC 100 

 
First Session 
4:00-5:30 pm 

 
Panel #1: Interreligious Studies Unit 
[OGC 111] 

● “Eating One’s Way to Interreligious Understanding” 
Matthew Maruggi, Augsburg University, Minneapolis 

● “Youssef Ziedan’s Azazeel: Between Heresy and Critical Consciousness” 
Joy Mazahreh, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

● “Interaction of Muslims, Jews and Christians in Central Asia” 
Vazirova Mashhura, Institute of Philosophy, Politics and Law of National 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan [pending] 
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Presider: Hans Gustafson, Director of Jay Phillips Center for Interreligious 
Studies and Sr. Adj Professor of Theology, College of Arts and Sciences, the 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Panel #2: Philosophy of Religion/Systematic Theology and Ethics Units 
[OGC 114] 

● “Farabi’s ‘First Ruler’ as the Key to His Political Philosophy” 
Mehran Torabi, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

● “Reclaiming Revelation: The Lakota Gospel Narrative, Storytelling, and a 
Kinship-Centered Eucharist” 
Kelly Sherman-Conroy, Augsburg University/St. Olaf’s College, 
Minneapolis/Northfield, Minnesota 

● “Interaction of Ethics and Religion” 
Toirova Nigora, Institute of Philosophy, Politics, and Law of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan [pending] 

Presider: Andrés Albertsen, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota.  
 
Panel #3: Student Panel 
[OGC 113] 

● “Gomer and Hosea: Ideal Marriage or Abusive Relationship?” 
Colin Farnham, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “Data is Power: Christian Pro and Con Approaches to Abortion” 
Lucy Pederson, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “Buddhism as a Rhetorical Instrument of Nietzsche in The Antichrist” 
Haoyi Chen, Lawrence University, Appleton, Wisconsin 

Presider: Donna Lynn Brown, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada 
 

Saturday 
Arrive 7:30 am 

[Oren Gateway Center] 
 

7:30-8:15     Continental Breakfast 
[OGC 100] 
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Second Session 
8:15-9:45 am 

[Oren Gateway Center] 
 
Panel #4: Philosophy of Religion/Systematic Theology and Ethics Units 
[OGC 114] 

● “Levinas and the Theology of Continuous Creation” 
Bernardo Andrade, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “Why Philosophers of Religion Don’t Need “God”’ 
Tim Knepper, Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa 

● “Bioethics and Multi-Religious Perspectives” 
Julie Loveland Swanstrom, Augustana University, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota 

Presider: Andrés Albertsen, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Panel #5 Martin Luther Study Group 
[OGC 113] 

● “Beyond Conversion: Luther, Suffering, and Evangelism as Compassionate 
Presence” 
Ryan Popineau, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota 

● “Martin Luther through Islamic Eyes, 2017” 
Nabil Matar, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● "Volker Leppin on Luther's Theology of Marriage" 
William Russell, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Presider: William Russell, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Panel #6: Student Panel 
[OGC 111] 

● “American Indian Movement and the Politics of Penalization” 
Natane Tom, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “The Muslim-Christian Dialectic on the Crucifixion: The Past and a Future” 
Joseph Gabel, Augustana University, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

● “Playing with Molly McIntire: Taking Children’s Religion Seriously”  
Ella Rosenthal, Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa 
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Presider: Iva Patel, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Coffee Break 
9:45-10:15 am 

[Refreshments in Hagfors Center] 
 

AAR Plenary Address 
10:15-11:30 am 

[Hagfors Center 150A-B] 
Professor Fred M. Donner 

Peter B. Ritzma Professor Emeritus of Near Eastern History, Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations, The Institute for the Study of Ancient 

Culture at The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.  
The title of his presentation is: 

"Rediscovering Early Islam from Literary and Documentary Sources" 
 

Interfaith Panel  
11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

[Hagfors Center 150A-B] 
 

Lunch 
12:30-1:15 

[Hagfors Center 150ABC] 
 

Third Session 
[Oren Gateway Center] 

1:15-3:15 pm 
  
Panel #7: Asian Studies and Buddhism Units 
[OGC 114] 

● “Is there a "traditionalist" engaged Buddhism?” 
Donna Lynn Brown, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

● “The Politics of Blasphemy in Indonesia: Christian Responses to the 
Blasphemy Case of Ahok” 
Hans A. Harmakaputra, Augustana University, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
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● “The Mahabharata Battle as an Allegory for Self Empowerment in Hindu 
Devotional Poetry” 
Iva Patel, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Presider: Iva Patel, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Panel #8 Historical Perspectives on Religion 
[OGC 113] 

● “The Physical Macrina: A Re-reading of the Eschatological Teacher” 
Christina and Nathan Hitchcock, University of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls, SD 

● “The Ethiopian/Eritrean Orthodox Tewahdo Church’s Adaptive Strategies 
During Italian Colonization” 
Mussie Temnewo, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota 

● “Trump's Second Inaugural Address: Classic American Religious 
Nationalism” 
Ryan O’Leary, University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

● “Limiting Religion to Moral Functions: Reality or Imagination” 
Sharifzoda Alisher, Institute of Philosophy, Politics, and Law of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan [presiding] 

Presider: [to be assigned] 
 
Panel #9: Undergraduate Students–four papers 
[OGC 111] 

● “The Relationship Between the Search for and Presence of Meaning in Life, 
Spirituality/Religiosity and Psychological Well-Being” 
Adam Koskovich, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “On Berenike and Orientalism” 
Dov Katz, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

● “Slandered and Silenced: The Double Standard of Sexual Invective Against 
Queen Berenike”  
Theodosia Coval, Augsburg University 

● “Do Not Forget the Spirit: Exploring pastoral care pedagogies in medical 
education” 
Audrey Zhou, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 

Presider: Scott Culpepper, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 
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Coffee Break 
OGC 100 

 3:15-3:30 pm 
 

 
Fourth Session 

Oren Gateway Center 
3:30-5:00 

 
Panel #10 Women and the Bible Unit 
[OGC 114] 

● “In Prison with Paul?: Assuming the Presence of Biblical Women In and 
Around Prisons” 
Arminta Fox, Augustana University, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

● “The Eschatological Witness of Women in The Border: It’s Scriptural 
Imitation” 
Gilbert Perez, St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota 

● “Consent in the Hebrew Bible and Contemporary Culture” 
James D. Bunton, Des Moines Area Community College 

Presider: Susan Myers, University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota 
 
Panel #11: Religion, Theology, and the Arts and Religion, Gender, and 
Sexuality Unit 
[OGC 111] 

● “Art, Ecology, and Justice: The Role of Metaphor and Movement”  
Cia Sautter, St. Catherine’s University, St. Paul, Minnesota  

● “Fantastic Entanglements: Transgender “Life” in the Contemporary” 
Evan Marsolek, Independent Scholar, Moorhead, MN 

Presider: Donna Lynn Brown, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada 

 
Panel #12 Islam and Judaism Unit 
[OGC 113] 

● “A Review of Charles E. Butterworth’s Edition of Alfarabi’s Book of 
Letters (Kitāb al-Ḥurūf) English Translation with Introduction, Interpretive 
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Essay and Annotations, plus Muhsin Mahdi’s revised edition of the Arabic 
Text” 
Terence J. Kleven, Central College, Pella, Iowa 

● Conversations with Prof. Fred. Donner 
Presider: Terence J. Kleven, Central College, Pella, Iowa 
 
Safe travels home!  


