Fall 2020
Last updated: 10/31/2020

PHIL 115:
Introduction to Ethics
Instructor: Bernardo Andrade
Email: bandrad@emory.edu
Oﬃce Hrs.: by appointment
Click here to attend Oﬃce Hrs.

Course dates: Aug 19-Nov 24
Class meets: W 8am-9:15am
Online work during the week
Click here to enter classroom

Course Description
No concept is a-historical. In this course, we will investigate the history of several ethical
concepts: happiness, the good life, duty, virtue, and moral character. The guiding thread of
our course, however, will be the history of responsibility. We shall investigate, in particular,
how the ‘responsible subject’ changes in philosophical discourse over the years: beginning
with a subject who is responsible only insofar as she acts freely, knowingly, and voluntarily,
philosophers then shift into an attribution of responsibility to the subject who is passive,
vulnerable, and dependent on others. There is a reversal of responsibility from the ego to the
other, from freedom to subjection, from spontaneity to persecution. What shall we make of
such changes? How must we act in order to act responsibly, and to whom are we responsible?

An Explanatory Note: The Online Aspect
This course will be entirely online. We will cover the normal amount of material, but we only
have class meetings for 75 minutes per week (on Wednesdays, from 8am-9:15am). These ‘real
time’ meetings (our synchronous sessions) will be devoted primarily to class discussions and
further elucidation of the readings. This means that a large portion of the course will involve
work that you will do on your own. This work (the asynchronous component of the course)
will include not only the usual class readings, but also three major activities:
(1)
(2)

(3)

Watching the video-lecture posted at the start of each week (due every Wednesday);
Either posting a comment or question to the video-lecture, or writing a diary entry of
your weekly conversation with your dialogue partner (due every Wednesday; more on
page 3). You will post a total of 5 comments on video-lectures, and 5 diary entries; and
Writing a short response to the weekly readings (due every Friday; more on page 3).

Course Objectives
•

•

Students will gain an understanding of the central movements in the history of ethical
theory: Ancient, Late Antique, Modern, and Postmodern. By studying more recent authors,
students will also develop familiarity with critical responses to traditional ethical theories.
Students will cultivate three fundamental skills: inquiry, exegesis, and argumentation.
(1) Inquiry involves evaluating positions and posing questions about them. It also
involves calling into question that with which you disagree or seek to challenge.
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(2)
(3)

Exegesis refers to the tradition of textual commentary that involves slow reading,
explanation, and interpretation of textual passages.
Argumentation means the technique of careful, reasoned presentation of a claim or
contention—a presentation motivated by inquiry and conducted through exegesis.

Texts
Required
1.
2.
3.
4.

Aristotle. The Nicomachean Ethics. Translated by Terence Irwin. Indianapolis: Hackett
Publishing Company, 2019. ISBN: 978-1624668159.
Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Translated by Mary Gregor
and Jens Timmermann. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2012. ISBN: 978-1107401068.
Levinas, Emmanuel. Ethics and Inﬁnity: Conversations with Philippe Nemo. Translated by
Richard A. Cohen. Pittsburgh, PA: Duquesne UP, 1995. ISBN: 978-0820701783
Nietzsche, Friedrich. On the Genealogy of Morals and Ecce Homo. Translated and Edited
by Walter Kaufmann. New York: Vintage, 2010. ISBN: 978-0679724629.

Recommended—You may wish to purchase copies of these texts, but I will upload them to Canvas.
5.
6.
7.

Beauvoir, Simone. The Ethics of Ambiguity. Translated by Bernard Frechtman. New York:
Philosophical Library, 2015. ISBN: 978-1480442801.
Plotinus. Ennead VI.6-9. Translated by A. H. Armstrong. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1988. ISBN: 978-0674995154.
Sartre, Jean-Paul. Existentialism is a Humanism. Translated by Carol Macomber. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 2007. ISBN: 978-0300115468.

A Note on Editions. Please use the above editions of the texts for this course. I have supplied
ISBN numbers to facilitate this. Using these editions not only provides us with common page
references, but also gives us a shared vocabulary for discussing the ideas at stake in the texts.

Requirements
Attendance & Participation (20%)
Since we have only one synchronous session per week (on Wednesdays, at this Zoom link), I
expect regular attendance at those. Half of our time in those sessions will be devoted to group
discussion, in which you are encouraged to actively participate. Active participation takes
many diﬀerent forms. ‘Good’ participation does not mean talking the most; it also includes
active listening, asking questions, being receptive to thoughtful criticism, and making room
for other voices to enter the discussion. Moreover, you are allowed two unexcused absences
from our synchronous sessions. All other unexcused absences will receive a grade reduction
of half a letter grade (5%) for each day that the student is absent. Excused absences require
documentation and pertain solely to instances of injury, illness, bereavement, and medical
exemptions in general. All students must read every assignment carefully, actively listen in
class, and contribute to class discussion to earn full marks for attendance & participation.
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Five Comments and Five Diary Entries (10%)
By Monday at noon, I will post three or four video-lectures (10 minutes each) on Canvas,
introducing the author for the week and explaining important concepts in the readings.
Students will then engage with these videos either by
(1)
(2)

posting a comment or question (of around 100 words) to the video-lecture, or by
submitting a short diary entry on Canvas (of around 200 words) reﬂecting on your
conversation with your dialogue partner. Partners will be assigned at random on the
ﬁrst day of class, and then reassigned midway through the semester in order to allow
diﬀerent students to get to know each other. In these diary entries, students can try to
make sense of a diﬃcult passage, raise questions, or point out the relevance of the text
in question to personal experiences and interests. These talks can happen through any
medium (over the phone, on Zoom, etc.) and at any time before our Wednesday session.

•

So, each week students will have the option of either posting a comment/question on
one of the week’s videos, or of having a dialogue with their partner about the assigned
readings (and then writing about it). Each of these assignments must be completed
before our session on Wednesday. By the end of the semester, each student will have
submitted a total of ten comments-entries—ﬁve comments, and ﬁve diary entries.

•

Since this is a four-credit course, students will earn their fourth credit by spending
time (ideally 50 minutes) thinking, writing, and talking with their partners in order to
complete this assignment. This assignment is a requirement to pass the course as a
whole. It must be submitted on Canvas, and will be graded complete/incomplete.

Ten Reading Responses (20%)
Weekly assignments (of approximately 200 words each) will be due by 5pm each Friday
(except when papers are due). They must respond in some way to the week’s readings. You
may choose to critique, expand on, compare or otherwise react to the week’s questions and
themes. These entries provide an opportunity for students to check in with themselves, with
the class, and with the professor as they encounter the themes and authors of the course.
They also provide a site of sustained engagement throughout the semester to track how
students’ learning and viewpoints evolve in response to a diverse set of readings. Finally,
these weekly entries are also designed to serve as an opportunity for students to develop
ideas over the course of the semester that then become the foundation for ﬁnal papers.
•

These responses will each be graded on a scale of 0-2, according to the following rubric:
a grade of a 1.5-2.0 indicates that the response was thoughtful and well-constructed; a grade
of 1.0-1.5 indicates that the response displayed a decent engagement with the reading but
either failed to address issues central to the text or else addressed them in a superﬁcial
manner; a grade of a 0-1 indicates little to no engagement with the assigned material.

Two Exegetical Papers (20%)
Two short exegetical papers (800-1000 words each) will be due by 5pm on 09/25 and 10/30.
These papers are narrow in scope and designed for close readings of primary texts. A list of
prompts will be distributed two weeks in advance of the deadline.
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Final Paper (30%)
The ﬁnal paper (1700-2500 words) will be due at the end of the exam period on 12/16. A list
of possible prompts will be made available, but students are encouraged to develop their
own topics in consultation with the professor.

Grading
Attendance & Participation:
Five Comments and Five Diary Entries:
Ten Reading Responses:
Two Exegetical Papers:
Final Paper:

20%
10% (1% each)
20% (2% each)
20% (10% each)
30%

via Zoom
via Canvas
via Canvas
via Canvas
via Canvas

SCALE: All grades are converted to a ﬁnal grading scale as follows:
100-93 % = A
92-90 % = A89-87 % = B+

86-83 % = B
82-80 % = B79-77 % = C+

76-73 % = C
72-70 % = C69-67 % = D+

66-63 % = D
62-60 % = D
59% and below = F

Classroom Policies
Email
Please use your Emory email account in all correspondence with me. I check email daily and
am typically able to reply within 48 hours. I also respond to questions posted on Canvas.
Nettiquette
Just as you would in a physical classroom, you can expect to be treated (and so you should
treat others) with respect. This means that everyone must listen and engage meaningfully
with others in an orderly and polite manner. You should avoid misspellings, abbreviations
(e.g., “u” instead of “you”) and poor grammar in your online posts. Our aim is to treat one
another as colleagues in a joint project—that of philosophical investigation. The following
guidelines provide further details on how we will communicate in our synchronous sessions:
•
•
•

Please have your mic muted when you are not speaking to avoid background noise;
Whenever possible, have your camera on during class. Seeing each other’s faces allows
for active participation, and it helps us communicate better and feel more comfortable.
Do not take screenshots or recordings of any class sessions. Any sessions of class that I
record will only be shared with you. These class recordings will be made available on
our Canvas homepage in case students want to go back and review any explanation.

Readings
Students are expected to have read the designated material for each session and to be ready
to participate and engage in discussion, especially during our synchronous sessions. Every
student should have a copy of the reading during such sessions (hard copy or electronic).

4 of 8

Submission of Assignments
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, every assignment must be submitted online in the indicated
section of Canvas. The ﬁnal paper must be submitted electronically via Canvas by 12/16.
Extensions & Late Assignments
Extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will only be granted prior to a due
date and for extenuating circumstances. The overall grade for the short exegetical papers
and ﬁnal paper will be reduced by half a letter grade (5%) for each day that they are late.
Plagiarism & Honor Code
Plagiarism is the act, intentional or unintentional, of using other people’s words or ideas as
one’s own or without providing the appropriate source reference. When in doubt, err on the
side of caution by thoroughly and completely citing your sources. Students who are unsure of
what plagiarism is and how far it can extend are encouraged to meet with me or to refer to
the Honor Code. The Honor Code applies to all work submitted for courses in Emory College.
Students who violate the Honor Code may be subject to probation, failure of the course,
suspension, permanent exclusion, or a combination of these and other sanctions, which may
be part of their reportable record. The Honor Code may be reviewed online here.

Technology Support
Logging onto Zoom for the synchronous sessions
For our synchronous sessions, please go to our Zoom link (also available on our homepage
on Canvas). No password is required, and the room will remain open regardless of class time.
Software and Technical Requirements
You will need to have regular access to your Emory email account, Canvas and Zoom. The
following support is available for these resources:
•
•
•

Zoom support email: echelp@emory.edu / Zoom support page: [click here]
Canvas support email: classes@emory.edu / Canvas support page: [click here]
Student Technology Support: SDL-help@emory.edu / webpage: [click here]

Additional Resources
Academic Advising
Students who have an academic concern or question about Emory College of Arts and
Sciences policies or who seek supplemental advising to that of their faculty pre-major or
major advisors can seek advising from an Oﬃce for Undergraduate Education (OUE) staﬀ.
Academic advisors are assigned alphabetically. If an academic advisor is unavailable and the
situation is time-sensitive, students may email oue.advising@emory.edu to determine how
they can connect you. Schedule an appointment with an OUE Academic Advisor in this link.
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Academic Support
There is a range of resources available to Emory undergraduates designed to enrich each
student’s educational experience and support their academic progress. For a list of programs
and appointment instructions, visit this link.
Writing Center & English Language Learners (ELL) Program
Tutors in the Emory Writing Center are available to support students of Emory College as
they work on papers, discussion posts, websites, and other projects. Writing Center tutors
work on idea development, structure, use of sources, grammar, and word choice. They do not
proofread for students. Instead, they discuss strategies and resources students can use as
they write, revise, and edit their own work. Tutors also support the literacy needs of English
Language Learners; several tutors are ELL Specialists, who have received additional training.
Learn more about the Writing Center and make an appointment through the EWC website.
Oﬃce of Accessibility Services
Oﬃce of Accessibility Services works with students who have disabilities to provide reasonable
accommodations. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must
contact OAS. It is the responsibility of the student to register with OAS. Please note that
accommodations are not retroactive and that disability accommodations are not provided
until an accommodation letter has been processed. Students registered with OAS who have a
letter outlining their academic accommodations, are strongly encouraged to coordinate a
meeting time with your professor that will be best for both to discuss a protocol to implement
the accommodations as needed throughout the semester. This meeting should occur as early
in the semester as possible. Students must renew their accommodation letter every semester
they attend classes. Contact OAS at 404-727-9877 or accessibility@emory.edu, or visit the site.
Important Fall 2020 Dates
Aug. 19
Aug. 26
Sep. 7
Sep. 11
Sep. 11
Nov. 24
Nov. 25
Dec. 10-14

Classes begin
Add/Drop/Swap ends at 11:59pm
Labor Day (no class)
Last day to change S/U or Grading option
Final day to submit degree applications
Classes end
Thanksgiving Break
Final Exam Period

[turn to next page]
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Course Schedule
08/19 W

Introduction

Aristotle: Responsibility and Voluntariness
08/26 W

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books I-II, pp. 1-33
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #1 due (by Friday [08/28] at 5pm)

09/02 W

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book III, pp. 35-56
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #2 due (by Friday [09/04] at 5pm)

Plotinus: Responsibility and Free Will
09/09 W

Plotinus, Ennead VI.8.1-6; and Porphyry, Life of Plotinus [PDFs on Canvas]
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #3 due (by Friday [09/11] at 5pm)

Kant: Responsibility and the Autonomous Subject
09/16 W

Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, pp. 3-20
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #4 due (by Friday [09/18] at 5pm)

09/23 W

Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, pp. 21-55
*Paper #1 Due (by Friday [09/25] at 5pm)

Mill and the Calculations of Responsibility
09/30 W

Mill, “What Utilitarianism Is,” contrast with Terrence Malick’s ﬁlm below.
*Watch ﬁlm A Hidden Life (by class time; available on Library Course Reserves)
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #5 due (by Friday [10/02] at 5pm)

Nietzsche and the Fictions of Responsibility
10/07 W

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, pp. 15-56
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #6 due (by Friday [10/09] at 5pm)

10/14 W

Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, pp. 57-96
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #7 due (by Friday [10/16] at 5pm)
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Sartre and the Burden of Responsibility
10/21 W

Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism, pp. 17-72 [PDF on Canvas]
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #8 due (by Friday [10/23] at 5pm)

Beauvoir and the Ambiguity of Responsibility
10/28 W

Beauvoir, “Ambiguity and Freedom” and “Personal Freedom and Others”
*Paper 2 Due (by Friday [10/30] at 5pm)

Levinas and the Reversal of Responsibility
11/04 W

NO CLASS. The following assignments are OPTIONAL:
*Watch video-lecture “Introduction to Emmanuel Levinas” (approx. 1 hour)
*You can submit a comment, diary entry, or Reading Response ahead of time.

11/11 W

Levinas, Ethics and Inﬁnity, pp. 83-101.
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #9 due (by Friday [11/13] at 5pm)

11/18 W

Levinas, Ethics and Inﬁnity, pp. 73-81, 103-110; Totality and Inﬁnity, pp. 33-48.
*Comment on video-lecture or conversation diary due (by class time)
*Reading Response #10 due (by Friday [11/20] at 5pm)

11/25 W
Thanksgiving Break
12/10–12/16 Exam Period

*Paper 3 due on 12/16
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